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The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere 


100 years ago, April 6, 2017, the 
United States entered World War I. 
The Bellingham men who served in 
that war are listed here. 

Allen, John J. 

Allison, William H. 

*Arnold, Herbert R. 


Bernier, Wilfred, G. 
Bernier, Joseph O. 
Bernier, Albert H. 
Baader, Samuel W. 
Baxter, George 
Baxter, John 
Baxter, Norman 
Brown, Alexander 
Boiteau, Wilfred 


Cook, Harland 
Colt, James M. 


Dejony, Andor 
Deschacht, Albert 
Dorval, Tancred, Jr. 
Dore, Patrick 
Diggins, Francis P. 


Foley, Cornelius J. 
Foley, William M. 
Foley, Fred D. 
Fitzpatrick, Daniel J. 
Fitzpatrick, Bernard J. 
Flannagan, William V. 
Flannagan, Joseph M. 
Farley, Joseph A. 
Fontaine, Raymond 
Fergelewski, Henry 


Hunter, Robert H. 
Hunter, Frederick W. 
Howarth, Cecil E. 
Hoar, Frank T. 


Kennedy, Michael J. 
Kennelly, James W. 
Kennelly, J. Waldo 
Kiernan, Patrick H. 
Laudreville, Honorious 
Lipsett, Frederick E. 
Lemire, Henry 


Murphy, John J. 
Melrose, George M. 
Melrose, Robert B. 
Miett, Hervie E. 
Mann, William R. 
McMahon, William M. 
Miner, Joseph E. 
Mooney, Matthew F. 


Nash, Ernest A. 


Ober, Albert 
O’Connell, William P. 


Parento, Cyrille, Jr. 
Paquin, Joseph A. 
Paquin, Emil 
Piascik, Aleksander 


Rhodes, Arthur A. 
Rattier, Edmond 
Rattier, Frank 
Rivard, Joseph 
Reith, Joseph L. 
Rotatori, Eugenio 
Rotatori, Saverio 


Sheehy, Daniel J. 
Smith, Hugh F. 
Smith, Michael, J. 
Smith, John J. 

Spear, William A. 
Sackett, Harold G. 
*Spencer, Edward L. 


Tessier, Joseph 
Tribadeau, Joseph A. 
Thayer, George E. 


White, Ralph G. 

Wright, William F. 

Walsh, William J. 

*Indicates those who lost their lives. 


The treaty to end this war was signed in 
Compiegne France on the 11" hour of the 
11% day of the 11 month in 1918. In the 
U.S.A. Nov. 11 became known as “Armistice 
Day”. 

In 1954, the day was changed to “Veterans 
Day” to honor all veterans of all wars. 


Patriot’s Day: A short version of the historic 
event — M.M. 


On April 19, 1775 the first battles of the American 
Revolutionary War were fought in Lexington and 
Concord Massachusetts. 


General Gage, Royal Governor of Massachusetts, 
ordered the British troops to march from Boston to 
Concord under cover of darkness. Their goal was to 
seize gunpowder that was being stored there by the 
Patriots. When the secret plan was uncovered an 
alarm was immediately sent. Paul Revere and 
William Dawes began their now famous “midnight 
rides” to warn the Minutemen along the way. 


Lexington was a crossroads on the route to Concord. 
When the British troops arrived at the town green in 
the early morning hours they were greeted by a 
ragtag group of local militiamen and boys. The 
minutemen were prepared! Captain John Parker, 
the leader of the militia, is quoted as saying “Stand 
your ground! Don’t fire unless fired upon, but if they 
want to have war, let it begin here.” A shot fired 
out. Although history doesn’t record which side 
actually fired the shot, it was that incident that 
marked the beginning of the American Revolution. 
Eight militiamen died and nine were wounded on 
the common that day. There were no casualties 
among the Redcoats. 


The British troops continued their march to Concord. 
It was here, at the Old North Bridge, that the “shot 
heard round the world” rang out. The battle raged 
all day until the British troops retreated back to 
‘Boston, their mission unsuccessful. 


To commemorate the momentous battles of 
Lexington and Concord the third Monday of April is 
celebrated as a state holiday in both Maine and 
Massachusetts. This day is now known as Patriots’ 
Day. 


Captain John Parker 


H.W. Longfellow wrote this poem in 
1860 to commemorate the actions of 
the Patriot Paul Revere on April 18, 
1775. Although partially fictionalized, it 
creates a wonderful story about the 
famous ride. Over the years countless 
numbers of school children memorized 
portions of this poem to be recited at an 
assembly to commemorate Patriot’s 
Day. Perhaps it will stira memory in 
your heart. 


Paul Revere’s Ride 


Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 


Listen, my children, and you shall hear 
Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere, 


On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy- 
five; 


Hardly a man is now alive 


Who remembers that famous day and 
year. 


He said to his friend, “If the British 
march 


By land or sea from the town to-night, 
Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry arch 


Of the North Church tower as a signal 
light, 


One, if by land, and two, if by sea; 
And | on the opposite shore will be, 
Ready to ride and spread the alarm 


Through every Middlesex village and 
farm, 


For the country folk to be up and to 


” 


arm. 


Then he said, “Good-night!” and with 
muffled oar 


Silently rowed to Charlestown shore, 
Just as the moon rose over the bay, 


Where swinging wide at her moorings 
lay 


The Somerset, British man-of-war; 


A phantom ship, with each mast and 
spar 


Across the moon like a prison bar, 


And a huge black hulk, that was 
magnified 


By its own reflection in the tide. 


Meanwhile, his friend, through alley 
and street, 


Wanders and watches with eager ears, 
Till in the silence around him he hears 
The muster of men at the barrack door, 


The sound of arms, and the tramp of 
feet, 


And the measured tread of the 
grenadiers, 


Marching down to their boats on the 
shore. 


Then he climbed the tower of the Old 
North Church, 


By the wooden stairs, with stealthy 
tread, 


To the belfry-chamber overhead, 


And startled the pigeons from their 
perch 


On the somber rafters, that round him 
made 


Masses and moving shapes of shade, 
By the trembling ladder, steep and tall, 


To the highest window in the wall, 
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Where he paused to listen and look 
down 


A moment on the roofs of the town, 


And the moonlight flowing over all. 


Beneath, in the churchyard, lay the 
dead, 


In their night-encampment on the hill, 
Wrapped in silence so deep and still 


That he could hear, like a sentinel’s 
tread, 


The watchful night-wind, as it went 
Creeping along from tent to tent, 
And seeming to whisper, “All is well!” 
A moment only he feels the spell 


Of the place and the hour, and the 
secret dread 


Of the lonely belfry and the dead; 
For suddenly all his thoughts are bent 
On a shadowy something far away, 


Where the river widens to meet the 
bay, 


A line of black that bends and floats 


On the rising tide, like a bridge of boats. 


Meanwhile, impatient to mount and 
ride, 


Booted and spurred, with a heavy stride 


On the opposite shore walked Paul 
Revere. 


Now he patted his horses’ side, 


Now gazed at the landscape far and 
near, 


Then, impetuous, stamped the earth, 


And turned and tightened his saddle- 
girth; 


But mostly he watched with eager 
search 


The belfry-tower of the Old North 
Church, 


As it rose above the graves on the hill, 


Lonely and spectral and somber and 
still. 


And lo! As he looks, on the belfry’s 
height 


A glimmer, and then a gleam of light! 


He springs to the saddle, the bridle he 
turns, 


But lingers and gazes, till full on his sight 


A second lamp in the belfry burns! 


A hurry of hoofs in a village street, 


A shape in the moonlight, a bulk in the 
dark, 


And beneath, from the pebbles, in 
passing, a spark 


Struck out by a steed flying fearless and 
fleet; 


That was all! And yet, through the 
gloom and the light, 


The fate of a nation was riding that 
night; 


And the spark struck out by that steed, 
in his flight, 


Kindled the land into flame with its 
heat. 


He has left the village and mounted the 
steep 


And beneath him, tranquil and broad 
and deep 


Is the Mystic, meeting the ocean tides. 


And under the alders that skirt its edge 


Now soft on the sand, now loud on the 
ledge 


Is heard the tramp of his steed as he 
rides. 


It was twelve by the village clock 


When he crosses the bridge into 
Medford town, 


He heard the crowing of the cock. 
And the barking of the farmer’s dog, 
And felt the damp of the river fog, 


That rises after the sun goes down. 


It was one by the village clock 

When he galloped into Lexington, 
He saw the gilded weather cock 
Swim in the moonlight as he passed, 


And the meeting-house windows, blank 
and bare 


Gaze at him with a spectral glare, 
As if they already stood aghast 


At the bloody work they would look 
upon. 


It was two by the village clock 


When he came to the bridge in Concord 
town, 


He heard the bleating of the flock 


And the twitter of birds among the 
trees, 


And felt the breath of the morning 
breeze 


Blowing over the meadows brown. 


And one was safe and asleep in his bed 


Who at the bridge would be first to fall, 
Who that day would be lying dead, 


Pierced by a British musket-ball. 


You know the rest. In the books you 
have read, 


How he British regulars fired and bled, 
How the farmers gave them ball for ball, 


From behind each fence and farm-yard 
wall, 


Chasing the red-coats down the lane 
Then crossing the fields to emerge again 
Under the trees at the turn of the road 


And only pausing to fire and load 


So through the night rode Paul Revere, 


And so through the night went his cry of 
alarm 


To every Middlesex village and farm, 
A cry of defiance and not of fear, 


A voice in the darkness, a knock at the 
door 


And a word that shall echo forever 
more! 


For, born on the night-wind of the Past, 
Through all our history to the last, 


In the hour of darkness and peril and 
need, 


The people will waken and listen to hear 
The hurrying hoof-beats of that steed, 


And the midnight message of Paul 
Revere. 


FLAGS of the REVOLUTION 


During the Revolutionary War the colonists began unfurling new 
flags, among them was the popular Continental Flag. It replaced 
the King’s colors with a Pine Tree, symbolic of the New England 
way of life. Many historians believe this flag was flown during 
the battle of Bunker Hill. 


@ Continencal Flag 


in 1775 the colonists launched floating batteries in the New 
England area. These vessels were put into service against the 
British shore defenses. The flag flown on these ships was the 
Pine Tree flag or as it was sometimes called, The Massachusetts 


Colony Flag. 
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@ Pine Tree Flag 


Colonel Gadsden of South Carolina designed the Snake Flag. The 
inscription was meant as a warning to the British. The 
implication was that it is as dangerous to tread on the colonies 
as it would be to step on a rattlesnake. 


DONT TREAD ON ME 


r Gadsden Flag 


In 1776 the colonies adopted the thirteen stripes representing 
the thirteen colonies but kept the King’s Colors in the canton. 
This represented their allegiance to England but their willingness 
to fight for their rights. This flag was raised by George 
Washington at Cambridge, MA. It was called the Grand Union 
Flag. 


& Grand Union Flag 


The Betsy Ross flag was officially adopted by an Act of Congress 
on June 14, 1777. 


r Betsy Ross Flag 


Soldiers’ Monunicnt 


Erected 1836 on the spot where the British 
took thetr stand -Lpril 19. 1775 


aes TR gn Np arog gre grnpr: ge 


By the rude bridge that arched the flood, 
Their flag to April’s breeze unfurled, 

Here once the embattled farmers stood 
And fired the shot heard ’round the world. 


... Emerson 


The Singing Wires 
Remember when telephone telegraph poles carried as many 
as 50 copper wires on their cross arms for hundreds of 
miles ? What a sight it was. 
Children today will never have the opportunity to see 
this and are mneated of the joy in listening to the wires 
"singing" when the wind blows swiftly by, "plucking" the 
many "strings", creating a blend of sound with a haunting, 
heavenly harmony. So varied are the beautiful tones 
played by the wind on this celestial "harp" that one could 
not resist the impulse to place an ear tight against the 
pole and to tarpy awhile listening to the amplified, 
melodic chord that only nature could produce on the great 
"strings" transmitted via the pole. 
Yes they'll never know--they'll never hear that music. 
What a tragedy that "progress" inflicts. No, they can never 
dream dreams of exquisite beauty while their ear is pressed 
hard against that tall "tree" carrying messages silently 
over the many wires. 


The "singing wires" are gone--only a few remember! 
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50 YEARSAGO . 


C. Lavalley STANDING: P. Demarais 
be KNEELING: P. McLeary J. Lavoie P. Cooper | . 
i 3 ae kate *N, Beauregart C. Spont, D. Mendoza, D. Thompson, C. Sikonski K. Detore J. Gaston 


@Q Baseball 


1966 VARSITY— FIRST ROW: S. Godin, M. Nicosia, D. Dufresne, G. Gariepy, S$. Aucoin. SECOND ROW: Asst. coach J 
Ayotte D. Karakein, J. Bickom, R. Johnson, D. Dupre, Head Coach R. Canestrari. THIRD ROW: G. Bouley, R. Lamothe, M. Copper 
G. Cote, P. Boskowski, K, Keith, J. Zinno, D. McLoughlin, R. Dupre, D. Galuza, Manager G. Clinton. 
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The Holbrook Family 


The Holbrook family first settled in what is now 
known as Bellingham, MA in 1706. Joseph 


Holbrook built his home on High Street in 1714. 
The area was more recently known as Hill Farm. 


By the year 1790 there were twelve (12) 
Holbrook families, for a total of seventy-one 
(71) family members living in town. 


The town marked the graves of those soldiers 
who served in the Continental Army during the 
War for Independence in the year 1905. 
Twenty-one (21) sites were marked in North 
Bellingham and thirteen (13) in South 
Bellingham, as well as several single graves 
scattered throughout town. 


The Holbrook family was well represented 
among the Patriots who served during the 
Revolutionary War. The following were 
members of Capt. Jesse Holbrook’s Co. that 
marched on the Lexington alarm of April 19, 
iE ESR 


Sergeant Aaron Holbrook — discharged 
May 10, 1777 


Private Amariah Holbrook — discharged 
August 7, 1780 


Private Asa Holbrook 
Private Henry Holbrook 
Lieutenant Luke Holbrook 
Private Seth Holbrook 


Others members of the family who also served 
in The American Revolution are: 


Private Amariah or Amzi Holbrook — 
enlisted July 27, 1780 at the age of 18 years 


Sources: 


Private Elijah Holbrook - enlisted April 
29, 1775, discharged August 23, 1778 


Private Joseph Holbrook — 
enlisted May 8, 1777 
discharged October 31, 1777 
Private Phineas Holbrook — 
enlisted January 27, 1776 
Private Thomas Holbrook 


Private Silas Holbrook 


MA Soldiers & Sailors of the Revolutionary War- Vol. Vill 


History of Bellingham 1719 -1919 Partridge 


Town of Bellingham 1719 — 1969 
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HEBERT’S 
Late Model Used Cars (617) 966-1220 


Home Cooking Exclusively 


STEARNS AUTO SALES, INC. 
Serving You — Satisfying You — Since 1938 


Rte. 140 
Call 966-1020 


Bellingham, Massachusetts 
Open Daily — Except Friday from 12 A.M. to 8 P.M. 


Warren J. Stearns President 
Mechanic St., Bellingham, Mass. 
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Bellingham High School Multi-Class Reunion 
Committee Plan Another Gathering 


Bellingham High Classes from 1939 through 
1964 will have another reunion September 24, 
2017 at the St. Ann’s Arts and Cultural Center 
on Cumberland Street in Woonsocket, RI. 
These years represent the dates when the high 
school was located on Harpin Street. The 
building has since been renamed for James 
Keough, who taught for many years at the 
school, and has been used for many purposes. 


Reunions for the joint classes have been held 
from time to time, with the most recent being 
in 2014. The committee has met regularly since 
the previous reunion ad looks forward to seeing 
former classmates again. 


Previous reunions limited attendance to 
graduates from those years. Also invited this 
time are classmates who did not graduate but 
would like to attend and classmates who 
started at Keough School but graduated from 
the new high school. 


If you attended last time, you will be notified 
either by e-mail or by mail of the details. If you 
are interested and did not sign up last time, you 
can e-mail your contact information to 
harpinstreet@gmail.com or send a note to 
‘Sheila Vicini, 4 Edgehill Lane, Bellingham MA 
02019. Invitations will be sent out in May. 


The evening will include a choice of two full- 
course sit-down meals, music for dancing, a 
cash bar and a tour of St. Ann’s historic church 
on the street level. Group class pictures will be 
available on an individual! cash basis. There is 
ample parking in the area, with handicap 
parking close to the church and a handicap 
accessible elevator. 
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St. Ann’s Arts and Cultural Center was selected 
after the committee evaluated several other 
options. One attractive feature is that it is the 
home of the largest collection of fresco 
paintings in North America. All attendees are 
encouraged to take a tour of the gallery. 


So put September 24, 2017 on your calendar for 
this reunion and you will be hearing from the 
committee soon. 
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GH SCHOOL 


THE NEW ENGLAND COUNTRY CLUB 


Paine St...Bates Hill 4 


First known as the Winnesucket 
Country Club. This club was 
incorporated in 1900. This is 
the oldest country club in town, 
first appearing in the tax book 
of 1916.. Located on the orig- 
inal 18th hole is a stone marker 
for the old Rehoboth Road. 


1989 Depot Court residents on the 
left Lionel Remillard and Julio 

Pugliese getting ready to tee off 
at the Winnesucket Country Club. 
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MEN'S SCORE CARD 


U.S.G.A. Rules Govern All Piay Unless Modified 
by the Following Local Rules: South Bellingham, Mass. 


LEARN THE RULES AND ENJOY GOLF. MEN’S SCORE Carp 


Slow players must give way to faster players. 

Ball lying within a club’s length from any un- 
movable rock may be dropped without penalty. 

Ball lying in roadways may be dropped without 
penalty. 

Ball lying within a club’s length of pipes any where 
on course may be dropped without penalty. 

Ball in the pond on No..9 hole may be dropped 
back of same. Penalty one stroke. 

It is.important that all players familiarize them- 
selves with the rules and observe Golf Etiquette at 
all times. 


PLEASE REPLACE ALL DIVOTS AND 
SMOOTH FOOTPRINTS IN SAND TRAPS. 


Te a alt RR TERE EA RT TA 
TONY GUIMELLI, Golf Profes-ional 


The Bellingham Historical Com- DEATHS 
mission will hold an open house in the 


Ernest A. Taft Jr. Museum, Belling- a a 

ham’s Historical Museum, to salute id alr 

Massachusetts State Heroine. Gover- SAUTE eB fel 
David Darling 


nor Baker has proclaimed Deborah 
Samson, who enlisted in Bellingham to 
serve in the Revolutionary War, as our 
State Heroine. She dressed as a man 
and this was not discovered until she 
served for seventeen months and then 
contracted yellow fever. 

At this event’ the trials and trib- 
ulations of her life will be explained, 
the governor’s proclamation will be 
read and we will have an exhibit dedi- 
cated to her. 

All are welcome to attend this 
salute to Deborah which will begin at 
11:30 on May 21 before the Memorial 
Day parade. If you will be in the pa- GIES 
iaaenyou wl pecs psaty a BU Ed Gies in memory of his wife 
get to the parade’s starting point. 


Those who attend will also be Winifred Tyndall 
able to observe the other exhibits in Carlton Patrick in memory of his 
the museum. wife Mildred Crooks 
Pauline Gaudini 
June Hall Merrick 


David Debatis, Jr. 
Louis Donnell, Jr. 
Winifred Tyndall Gies BHS ‘43 
Michael Harty 
Charles Lindsey 
Robert Lussier 
Robert S. Moore 
Eunice Muise 
Gary Nardone 
Carl Peterson 
Myrna Simonson 
Normand Trudeau BHS ‘58 
Janet Walsh 


The Ernest A. Taft Museum, Bel- 
lingham’s Historical Museum is 
open the first Sunday of each We accept “old” Bellingham 
month from 1:00p.m. to 4:00p.m. items for the museum.. 

We will also be open on Tuesdays 

from 9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. 

until June 13. 
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Bellingham Historical Commission 
3 Common Street 
Bellingham, MA 02019 
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‘Town Hall erected 1802 
‘Used for Town Business and Baptist Church Services. 


Center Building: Lock-up erected 1875. 
Two-room Massey School erected 1873. 
(Remodeled to present size 1901) 


